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Development economists have long studied to role that education of girls plays in
enabling them to emerge as agents of change. Empirical work in recent years, Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen reasons, has clearly shown how the relative aspect and regard for women'’s well
being is strongly influenced by women’s literacy and educated participation in decisions
within and outside the family. In the late 1990s, Tamil Nadu along with the Danish
International Development Agency, launched a mass rural literacy project in Dharmapuri,
then considered backward, riding largely on local leaders, most of them women. Evaluation
showed overall salubrious effects on the community within a short while. Implemented
largely through the employ of the local arts, one measure of success, as recorded then, was an
increased outpatient attendance in primary health centers. There is a body of compelling
evidence for the government of focus on improving female literacy. In Census 2011, the
female literacy rate was 65.46%, much lower than for males, at 82.14%. States such as
Kerala with a high literacy rate (male and female) also sit at the top of the table on

development indicators.
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